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Maurice Wilkins Centre Clinical Associates 
 
Background on clinical networking:  
MWC investigators include practising clinicians, so clinical challenges and ideas are actively promulgated through the MWC’s 
research programmes. The Clinical Advisory Board (CAB), made up of ten of NZ’s leading clinician-scientists, provides 
clinically-focused review of our research programmes and enables new collaborations between MWC and other clinicians 
within their clinical networks. 
In 2018 the MWC committed to expanding its clinical networks, and now welcomes other clinicians to join the MWC as 
Clinical Associates.  Criteria for appointment as an MWC Clinical Associate are set out below. 
In the third quarter of 2018, the MWC will also invite Clinical Associates and clinically-active MWC Associate Investigators to 
submit applications to support collaborative research with other MWC investigators (Flexible Research Programme "category 
6"). A budget of $100,000 has been allocated to support the first iteration of this initiative and will be deployed on a 
competitive basis according to the needs of each applicant. Funds may be requested to provide research expenses or salaries 
for research staff on collaborative projects, or to buy out part of the applicant’s clinical time to enable them to personally 
participate in MWC research programmes, including conducting bench research in MWC-affiliated laboratories. The success 
of the first iteration of this programme will be assessed in 2019 when a decision on budget allocation for a second iteration 
will be made.   
Criteria for Clinical Associates: 

- Practising clinician 
- Track record in research in fields related to cancer, diabetes/metabolism, infectious disease OR a direct involvement 

in an MWC research project OR the intention to become directly involved in an MWC research project 
- Interested in engaging with MWC in research, potentially providing 

o Clinical advice to inform research programmes 
o Developing opportunities for new collaborative research with MWC groups 
o Connection to clinical trials opportunities 
o Connection to samples needed for MWC research 
o Ability to facilitate translational research 

 Informing the MWC about places where our research could help out 
- Willingness to link MWC into both clinical communities and linked communities such as patient groups and allied 

health professionals 
Opportunities for Clinical Associates: 

• collaboration with MWC investigators on existing research programmes, including opportunities to participate in 
lab-based research and gain training in cutting edge research techniques 

• access to funding and infrastructure for support of new collaborative research projects (category 6 of the MWC 
Flexible Research programme, to be launched in third quarter 2018) 

• financial and administrative support to host academic visitors from within NZ or overseas (MWC Visiting Speakers 
programme) 

• access to advanced laboratory services to enhance clinical trials (e.g. adding investigator-led analysis to industry-
sponsored trials) 

Other potential roles for Clinical Associates (time permitting): 
• participation in Investigator Strategy Fora and Flagship workshops to help guide MWC research strategy 
• planning and enabling clinical trials involving therapies discovered in NZ by MWC investigators 
• enabling better connection and communication between MWC researchers and patient groups 
• participation in MWC training programmes, e.g. career development events for young scientists, and individual 

mentoring 
• promotion of the MWC nationally and internationally 

Application process for Clinical Associates: 
- Please email MWC Research Operations Manager Rochelle Ramsay, rj.ramsay@auckland.ac.nz indicating your 

interest in joining the MWC as a Clinical Associate 
o Please include your full contact details in addition to your email address, as well as your current position 

and employer 
o In your email please state which section of the MWC’s research programme you are involved in already, or 

which part of the programme you would like to participate in 
- The MWC executive team will then follow up to welcome you to the MWC and plan with you how to best engage 

with the relevant MWC research teams 
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