
 
MAURICE WILKINS CENTRE  

COMMERCIALISATION WORKSHOP 2021 
 

DATE: Friday 11th June 
LOCATION: Decima Glenn Room, Sir Owen G. Glenn Building 

 (Room 310, Bldg. 260), The University of Auckland 
AIM  
Brought to you by MWC Early Career Steering Committee, the workshop is targeted at MWC Early 
Career Researchers who want to learn about the IP process, the organisations and opportunities that 
can help you discover and develop commercialisation potential in your own research.  

PROGRAMME  
 
8:30 -  
9:00 

Arrival 

 
9:00 -  
9:10  
 

 
Welcome/Introduction 

9:10 - 
10:20 

Panel discussion on the commercialisation process  
Panel members are representatives of several commercialisation organisations linked 
to major NZ universities including: Evelyn Body (Uniservices, UoA), Sean MacKay 
(Massey Ventures), David Christensen (Otago Innovation), Jeremy Jones (Wellington 
UniVentures), as well as MWC Scientific Advisory Board Member Dr Jeanette Wood 
who has a wealth of experience in the biotech industry.  
 
The panel will introduce themselves and what their organisations do and there will be 
time for questions and discussion. 

 
10:20 - 
10:45  

Morning Tea 

 
10:45 - 
11:15 
 

 
Understanding IP 
Presentation from Jon Ashen and Jo Shaw of Blue Penguin IP, a small NZ firm 
with extensive experience specialising in chemical and biological patents and IP 
strategy. 

 
11:15 - 
12:30 

 
National commercialisation programmes  
MBIE’s Commercialisation Partner Network funds national programmes that aim to 
enhance the commercialisation and economic return of publicly funded research in NZ. 
Seumas McCroskery (KiwiNet) and Graham Scown (Return on Science/Momentum) 
will explore what this means for your research. 

 
12:30 -
13:30 

Lunch and Networking 

  

https://www.uniservices.co.nz/
http://masseyventures.co.nz/
https://www.otago.ac.nz/otagoinnovation/index.html
https://www.wellingtonuniventures.nz/
https://www.wellingtonuniventures.nz/
https://www.mauricewilkinscentre.org/about-us/our-people/scientific-advisory-board/dr-jeanette-wood/
https://bpip.nz/
https://kiwinet.org.nz/
https://returnonscience.co.nz/
https://returnonscience.co.nz/momentum


13:30 - 
14:30 

Venture Capital for Biotech in NZ 
Hear from investment companies, including John Robson and Kate de Ridder of 
Bridgewest Ventures, and Brandon Capital (TBC), with a portfolio of biotech and 
pharmaceuticals investments in NZ.  

Speakers will address investing in new technologies, developing ideas into proof of 
concept and protecting your investment. 

14:30 - 
16:00 

16:00 

Stories of commercialisation  
Panel members are MWC investigators with personal experience of the 
commercialisation process, including Dame Prof Margaret Brimble (UoA), Assoc. Prof 
Bronwyn Kivell (Victoria UoW),  Prof Gavin Painter (Victoria UoW), & Prof Anthony 
Phillips (UoA).  

The panel will each present their own commercialisation journeys and there will be 
time for questions and discussion at the end. 

Workshop ends 

https://bridgewest.ventures/
https://www.brandoncapital.com.au/
https://unidirectory.auckland.ac.nz/profile/m-brimble
https://people.wgtn.ac.nz/bronwyn.kivell
https://people.wgtn.ac.nz/bronwyn.kivell
https://people.wgtn.ac.nz/gavin.painter
https://unidirectory.auckland.ac.nz/profile/a-phillips
https://unidirectory.auckland.ac.nz/profile/a-phillips

